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BC NDP’s emissions targets pose challenges for LNG industry; Critics are skeptical the Horgan 
government can achieve its new climate-action goals and maintain the natural gas sector 


lan Bailey 

737 words 

8 May 2018 

The Globe and Mail (Breaking News) 

GMBN 

English 

©2018 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


VANCOUVER -- 


The liquefied natural gas industry that B.C.’s government has been courting would have to fit in with 
the province’s tough new targets for reductions in greenhouse gases if it wants to do business in B.C., 
NDP Environment Minister George Heyman says. 


“We're not creating a climate-action strategy around LNG,” Mr. Heyman said in an interview on 
Tuesday. “We're creating a climate-action strategy, and LNG [proponents] and the measures they can 
take to show us what their final lowest emissions can be in an overall context of reduced industry 
emissions will fit and have to fit.” 


The NDP this week committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 40 per cent in the next 12 
years, with cuts going to 60 per cent by 2040. The province is already committed to 80-per-cent 
reductions by 2050. 


Critics - including the B.C. Green caucus, which has been supporting the NDP government - are 
skeptical that the NDP can have a robust climate-change strategy and an LNG sector. 


During a trip to Asia earlier this year, Premier John Horgan met with backers of a proposed LNG facility 
for the B.C. coast, but said any such projects would have to be in sync with his government's 
climate-action plans. 


Mr. Heyman echoed that on Tuesday. 

“We've said that’s a condition. A condition is something you have to meet to proceed.” 

Mr. Heyman said details of how it will all fit together will be worked out in the coming months. 

The NDP will develop that plan for release in the fall aimed at reducing emissions from transportation 
and industry, each at around 39 per cent of emissions, and “very aggressively” in buildings and 


communities, which account for 22 per cent. 


He said he has been meeting with representatives of the forestry, oil and gas and other industries. 
“They understand their social license depends on being as low-carbon as possible,” he said. 
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Andrew Weaver, leader of the BC Greens, who has been critical of the NDP’s interest in LNG to the 
point of musing about voting down the government on the issue, said on Tuesday that he still thinks it 
is impossible to meet the targets with a major LNG facility, but added, “It doesn’t preclude smaller 
facilities from being introduced.” 


A decade ago, the former BC Liberal government promised to cut emissions by 33 per cent by 2020, 
but announced, in 2015, that it could not hit that target. 


Mr. Heyman said the NDP hopes to do better than the Liberals by engaging the public and 
stakeholders on their goals, and plans on being accountable for the results. “We’re going to not just 
talk about it and forget about it, but report on a regular basis. We are committed to meeting the 
targets.” 


Mr. Weaver said he knows the civil service has been looking at policy measures for years to reach the 
goal. “It’s like buttons, knobs and switches. The appropriate buttons, knobs and switches that are going 
to be used will be put together in the coming months for a full package to be put together in the fall,” he 
said. 


Environmental groups responded to the NDP targets by suggesting on Tuesday that they hinge on a 
concerted, sustained, serious plan that will not include room for LNG. 


In a statement, the David Suzuki Foundation said the government will have to act very quickly on such 
priority items as regulating and applying the carbon tax to methane emissions from the oil-and-gas 
sector and enacting a zero-emission vehicle standard like Quebec’s to accelerate the transition to 
electric vehicles. 


Merran Smith, who was co-chair of a climate solutions committee commissioned by former B.C. Liberal 
premier Christy Clark, on Tuesday commended the NDP for its measures, but noted that if the 
government plans to add LNG to the B.C. economy, other industries and consumers will have to cut 
even more carbon. 


Follow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com: BC NDP’s emissions targets pose challenges 
for LNG industry The viewing of this article is only available to Globe Unlimited subscribers. 


The Globe and Mail 
11300004 : Liquefied/Compressed Gas | i1 : Energy | i13 : Crude Oil/Natural Gas Upstream Operations 


gairp : Air Pollution | gclimt : Climate Change | gpol : Domestic Politics | gcat : Political/General News | 
genv : Natural Environment | gglobe : Global/World Issues | gpir : Politics/International Relations | 
gqual : Air/Water/Land Quality 


cabc : British Columbia | cana : Canada | vancv : Vancouver | namz : North America 
british 

The Globe and Mail Inc. 

Document GMBN000020180509ee58000gp 


Search Summary 


Text "climate action" 

Date 20170911 to 20231231 

Source The Globe and Mail - All sources 
Author All Authors 

Company All Companies 

Subject All Subjects 

Industry All Industries 

Region All Regions 

Language English 


Page 2 of 3 © 2023 Factiva, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Results Found 1,120 


Timestamp 31 July 2023 11:11 AM 


Page 3 of 3 © 2023 Factiva, Inc. All rights reserved. 


